
UAS Program  

     As of October 6 th 2016, six 

Coeur dõAlene employees 

(including 4 from GIS:  James 

Twoteeth, Berne Jackson, 

Giovan Alcala  and Sabine 

Krier !) have successfully 

passed the FAAõs Unmanned 

Aerial Systems (UAS) exam and 

are UAS certified licensed 

pilots!  

GIS Department now 

has a UAS 

     After much research and 

collaboration with the Forestry Department, the 

GIS Department has facilitated the purchase of the 

UASUSA Tempest .  At 9.5-foot wing span, the 

Tempest is a fixed wing UAS that can fly 2 -3 hour 

missions and hold up to 9 pounds of sensors.  This 

will allow us to fly near infrared (NIR) and 

standard red -green -blue (RGB) sensors in a 

single flight saving time and maximizing the use 

of the UAS per mission flight.  

    In late February, the GIS UAS team (Berne 

Jackson, Giovan Alcala and Sabine Krier) will 
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travel to the Silicon Valley area of California to 

take delivery of our Tempest.  The team will also 

receive a week of training from UASUSA on all 

aspects of operating the Tempest.  

     To schedule missions please, contact the GIS 

Department in advance. We also have the UAS 

Flight Mission web application: https://

gis.cdatribe -nsn.gov/arcgisportal/apps/

webappviewer/index.html?

id=52d69a879e8348c697d1121ef6d20b66   , where 

you can select the flight area along with 

information about the flight.  For example, what 

type of sensor is needed and a description of what 

areas need to be flown.  You can even attach 

photos of the study area.  
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     Starting in early December the GIS Department has created a web application called Coeur dõAlene 

Tribe UAS Flights , this site was created for departments to schedule and document all UAS flights on 

and around the Coeur dõAlene Reservation.  To participate and request a flight for your department, 

please visit:  

 https://gis.cdatribe -nsn.gov/arcgisportal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?

id=52d69a879e8348c697d1121ef6d20b66  

     Once you have logged on to Portal and have the web app open you can click on the edit 

button (blue with the symbol of a pad of paper and a pencil).  Then click on the UAV_ 

Flight_Location  in the Edit window.  Now you can pan and zoom to the area of interest and create a 

polygon of the area.  Click on the map to begin, single clicks for subsequent vertices and double -click 

to finish.  Now you can fill in all the appropriate information in the attribute pop -up.  Once you have 

finished, you can contact the GIS department and we will schedule the flight as soon as we can.  We 

foresee many flights starting early spring so hurry and request a UAS flight for your department as 

soon as possible.  We hope to make the UAS flights annually for some areas to gather temporal data 

checking for annual differences and much, much more.  We are excited about this new technology and 

canõt wait to help every department in the tribe succeed in their on going and future projects.  

If you have questions about the UAS program or questions about the web application, please contact 

the GIS Department.  
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